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Hanisee
Ousted

Watercolorist
Marian
Howard at
Gallerie 909

Goliath J. Davis, III,
Ph. D.
Marian Howard
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Gallerie 909 will feature the
vivid and absorbing watercolor paintings of artist Marian Howard starting Dec. 13
and running through Jan. 4.
Howard, a native of Savannah, Ga., depicts scenes of
the South in much of her
work.
“I love the South and I
love the exposure of the
South,” said Howard, who
is now dividing her time between Pennsylvania and
Florida.
In works such as “Fields
of Cotton,” “Grandma Hanging Wash” and “Thirst From
The Heat Of The Sun,” the
subjects are ordinary workers performing ordinary
chores, but these striking
rural snapshots transcend
time—they could be set in
this day and age or lifted
right out of the Antebellum
era.
“I love to do everyday
people and experiences,”
Howard affirmed, adding
that through these paintings
See HOWARD, page 9

Top: L-R, Omali Yeshitela, Jeff Copeland and Rev. Manuel Sykes participated in Sunday’s forum.
Bottom: L-R, Chief Anthony Holloway and Nikki Capehart.


STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG —
The International People’s Democratic Uhuru
Movement held a community forum Sun., Dec.
7 at the Uhuru House,

1245 18th Ave S., addressing the theme: “Could
Ferguson Happen Here?
Should Ferguson Happen
Here?”
Members of the panel
included Chairman Omali
Yeshitela of the African

People’s Socialist Party,
Executive Director of the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference
(SCLC) Pinellas Jeff
Copeland
and
Rev.
Manuel Sykes of Bethel
Community
Baptist

Church.
St. Pete Police Chief
Anthony Holloway, after
initially accepting the invitation to participate in the
meeting, decided he
needed a broader discusSee FORUMS, pages 4

Stopping the silent suffering
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
A small group of concerned citizens gathered
at Childs Park YMCA, located at 691 43rd St. S.,
last Tuesday to speak
about how the national
budget has affected the
benefits and services
they receive through the
state to help put food on
the table, or pay for medical expenses.
Ward Cox is one man

trying to make a difference. For the past two
years he has been orchestrating meetings all over
the Tampa Bay area trying to get the word out on
the silent suffering that
so many Americans live
through day-to-day.
The small crowd
didn’t deter him though;
his goal is to hear as
many community stories
from real people as he
can. “Your stories make
See SUFFER, page 5

Volanta, left, and Mrs. Sparrow

ST. PETERSBURG – On
December 4, 2014, members of the Pinellas Democratic Party voted to remove
Mark Hanisee as party
chair. I first wrote about Mr.
Hanisee in May of this year
following his shameful interaction with Rev. Manuel
Sykes. Hanisee left a threatening voice mail for Rev.
Sykes who was contemplating running as the democratic candidate for a vacant
congressional seat.
Hanisee went as far as to
tell Sykes he could not win
and would be “persona non
grata” if he ran for the open
seat. His poor handling of
this situation resulted in the
party’s inability to find a candidate to run against Republican David Jolly.
Community shock and
outrage was wide spread.
The call went out for a “full
throated” apology from
Hanisee, which many are
still waiting for. It appears
Hanisee’s prophetic pronouncement boomeranged.
He is now persona non
grata in the eyes of many
democrats.
Susan McGrath, vice
president during Hanisee’s
reign was voted in to replace the former Chair.
Some question Ms. McGrath’s role in the Sykes affair and question whether or
not her leadership will be a
continuation of the same or
an enlightened improvement. Given the difficulties
See HANISEE, page 3
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1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Affordable housing opportunities,
Part 2
This week’s column continues the discussion about affordable housing opportunities provided by the City of St. Petersburg. The city has homes for sale and down
payment assistance programs available for eligible participants. The Home Buyer
Purchase Assistance Program assists low-to-moderate income households attain
homeownership by providing loans for down-payment and closing costs.
In cooperation and partnership with local first mortgage bankers, brokers and
credit unions participating in the City’s Coalition of Lenders, the city strives to assist
as many first time homebuyers as possible who are eligible and qualified to purchase
modest and affordable homes.
Homes offered for sale by the City of St. Petersburg are built to be safe, secure,
energy efficient, protected, warranted and AFFORDABLE with monthly payments
less than rent as demonstrated in example in the chart below for a household at 80
percent of the area median income:

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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The mission of the Housing and Community Development Department for the
city of St. Petersburg, of which the Working to Improve our Neighborhoods (W.I.N.)
Division is a part, is to provide its citizens with a suitable living environment, to include public safety and sound infrastructure, and the retention and development of
affordable, livable housing structures. Funding for the city’s Home Buyer Programs
includes the SHIP Program (Florida State Housing Initiatives Partnership).
The Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) works to enhance neighborhoods, incorporate green-building features, and assist with loans to moderate income homebuyers to purchase previously foreclosed and abandoned homes.
This is an exciting time in the city and for potential homebuyers. With both new
and newly renovated houses on the market and down payment assistance programs
available, families and individuals seeking to become first-time homebuyers have
numerous options. To learn more about the path to homeownership, contact Neighborhood Home Solutions.
NHS is a 501 (c) (3) HUD approved nonprofit housing counseling organization.
Services are provided free of charge. Partners include the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD), HomeFree USA, Florida Hardest-Hit Fund, Pinellas
County Community Development, and the City of St. Petersburg. The source for this
article was the City of St. Petersburg Housing & Community Development.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Hanisee is persona non grata

Letter to the Editor

From HANISEE page 1

Dear Editor,

ncountered in the recent
governor’s race surrounding Hanisee’s gaff, McGrath
and other party officials
would be wise to mend
fences and cease taking the
African American vote for
granted.
Discontent with the local

Lisa Wheeler-Brown
was one of the people handpicked for the ad hoc committee held at the police
station Tues., Dec. 9
While the topic of
racial profiling is a sensitive subject, I appreciate
the open and honest dialogue that we were able to
have Tuesday night. I
know how hurtful and angering it can be to be profiled and we must work
together to end it. It’s an
honor to serve with the
group that met on Tuesday to face this issue headon.
This meeting was the
beginning of having a conversation citywide and
working together with our
police department in order
to strengthen our entire
community.
Profiling isn’t just profiling someone’s race; it
goes deeper than that. It’s
profiling people’s characteristics, ethnicity, age, national origin, etc. We were
given data that shows in
2014, there were 850 arrests with force and only
four were reported as “excessive.”
I was perplexed, but
now I better understand.
We are lacking communication and education
within the community, and
we can do better. Did you
know that if you were
stopped and you felt as if
the officer was profiling
you that you could call the
Department of Professional Standard at 727-893-

7596 to report any instance?
In addition, to report a
crime anonymously you
can text “SPPD” and your
tip to 847-411 (TIP-411).
These are folks on our
side and we must do our
part as citizens to report
incidents.
Tuesday night was a
beginning of open dialog
that will ensure change.
The Chief and attendees
promised that. Our police
department wants to serve
and protect us just as
much as we do not want
there to be any profiling.
We as a community have
to be willing to accept
training/ change as well as
the officers and under-

stand we are a team. How
do you act when the police
stop you?
Remember you can
talk yourself into a ticket!
Be respectful, know your
rights and use the phone
lines mentioned above!
I commend the attendees on the panel, Chief
Holloway and the PBA for
having the event to address racial profiling and
for agreeing to have a
community forum on January 27. I am looking forward to ending racial
profiling.
Let’s grow as community, together!
Sincerely,
Lisa Wheeler-Brown

Democratic Party led Rev.
Sykes to entertain aggressive attempts by republicans
to bring him into their fold.
Nationally, positions articulated by elected democrats
in Ferguson and other locales have many wondering
whether or not the Demo-

cratic Party is legitimately
concerned with African
American issues. The political sands are shifting and it
is imperative McGrath and
others take note.
Goliath J. Davis, III,
Ph. D
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Two forums, two different approaches
From FORUMS, page 1

sion and organized an ad
hoc committee that met
Tues., Dec. 9 at the police
station.
“That doesn’t make any
sense at all,” Chimurenga
Waller of the Uhurus told
those on hand Sunday
night, “because we told him
to bring the people who are
interested and bring them
here.”
The Sunday night
forum stressed the importance of black community
control that would stop
more fatal violence against
African Americans, such as
the deadly shooting of
Michael Brown by a white
police officer in Ferguson,
Mo.
“How we have to approach the relationship between African people and
the police is what we call
black community control of
the police,” Waller emphasized. “This is a concept
that we are putting forward
and a demand that we are
putting forward.”
This means that democratic control rests completely in the hands of the
community most affected
by police behavior, according to the Movement.
“This is not a police review board we’re talking
about,” Waller said. “These
boards have no power to investigate anybody, and in
the state of Florida the only
thing they can do is review
completed and past cases.
We think this is not enough
to stop this rampant killing
of African people all over
this country.”
He noted the number of
demonstrations all over the
country in response to
these incidents, and said a
movement is required to
build coherence in the demand for black community
control. Waller added that
the hiring, firing and disciplining of the police in the
African-American community are the “only way we
believe we can get them
under control and actually
empower the African community so we can come forward!”

Added Yeshitela: “Just
talking about the police
murders does not get to the
essence of the relationship
that we have to the police
and the government, in
fact.”
He stressed that shootings are not merely a series
of incidents, as a disproportionate amount of AfricanAmerican men are stopped
by police.
“We’re not looking at a
series of incidents; we’re
looking at something that
happens to us in the aggregate. And we’ve seen some
of these things happen to
us in this city,” he said, referring to the fatal shooting
of motorist TyRon Lewis in
1996, which sparked rioting
in south St. Pete and made
national news.
In addition to the murders, Yehsitela stated
America has the largest
prison population on earth
with 2.3 million of its 350
million citizens sitting behind bars. He pointed out
that there are more people
in prison in this country
than there is in China’s
prisons, whose population
is more than a billion.
“And guess who the majority of 2.3 million are in
prison,” he asked rhetorically. “African people, who
make up they say 12 or 13
percent of the population,
yet we are the majority of
the people in these prisons.
So there’s something horribly wrong!”
Mentioning the case of
St. Pete native Jason Mells,
a young African-American
man who has been pulled
over 24 times in the last
year and ticketed only
once, Yeshitela said “this
kind of thing that happens
to us on a daily basis has
got to stop.”
Mells said when he is
pulled over, it is always for
the same reasons: “Running the stop sign or failure
to yield at a stop sign,” he
explained. “It’s kind of odd
that this is what police officers use to gain probable
cause.” He urged more
people to attend such fo-

rums, especially the young
people of the community
Copeland stated that a
prime directive of the SCLC
these days is to stress the
power of the vote to the
younger generation.
“We’re working on our
youth right now,” he said.
“We’re going to get everybody registered to vote.
Voting is very important.
These young kids on the
street they’re actually able
to vote, they just don’t
know when the election
days are, they don’t know
how to vote, they don’t
know how to register to
vote, because no one
teaches them that!”
Copeland
promoted
unity within the community
to help stop the incidents of
young African Americans
being shot and even killed
with impunity.
“Every time we lose one
of our children, there’s a
problem somewhere, he
said. “I don’t think the people that wear these uniforms understand what it’s
like to lose one of their family members. If we all stand
together, I guarantee you
95 percent of this will stop.
And it’ll stop because togetherness means everything. No one can control a
sensible, intelligent crowd
of people. Let’s stand together, everybody.”
Rev. Sykes stressed the
importance of open forums
where everyone, including
law enforcement officials,
attends.
“This is like déjà vu for
me,” he said. “Not long
after I got here, TyRon
Lewis was killed, and because my church at the
time was right down the
street, it was incumbent on
me to try to be involved on
some level. And what ensued was a series of meetings with Goliath Davis, he
was the assistant chief, and
the subject matter of those
meetings was changing
what the police do in our
community, having a say in
how we are policed.”
Sykes added that not
long after that, Davis was

elevated to chief of police
and was able to institute
a number of those things
that were recommended
and argued over during the
meetings.
Sykes believes the only
way black people will have
a shot at living and thriving
is if they take their community back.
“I’m saying that we have
got to stand up and declare,
by any means necessary,
that you cannot come into
this community and do
what you want to do in the
name of law and order and
escape this community
without impunity,” Sykes
finished.
Before the Tuesday
night forum commenced,
Holloway watched a group
of about 40 protestors
picket the police station demanding justice and the
end of excessive policing in
the black community.
A few protestors attended the less than militant meeting that took place
across the street in the
training building where a
panel discussion was led by
the chief himself.
“We are here to talk
about that big white elephant in the room, and
that’s profiling,” said Holloway. I don’t care who you
are, we all profile people.
Let’s call it what it is. We all
do it in life, so how do we
identify how we are doing it
incorrectly? If we are doing
something wrong as law
enforcement, I would like
for you to say, ‘Give us an
answer.’”
Only invited members
of the ad hoc committee
were permitted to speak,
but that didn’t stop the few
people from interrupting
the meeting. Committee
members included a few
current and past city employees, community and
neighborhood leaders and
police union officials.
Holloway said he has
heard numerous times that
the police department
needs to be investigated;
however, he explained that
the City of St. Petersburg

already has measures in
place for that called the
Community Awareness Response Team (CART).
Once the city finishes investigating an Office of Professional Standards case,
that case if forwarded to
CART and is reviewed by
them.
“They see the same
case that the chief of police
sees, and they send recommendations back,” stated
Holloway.
This year the police department has had 850 cases
of uses of force. Anytime an
officer uses force, that officer has to write a report
and it is reviewed all the
way up to the top. Out of
those 850 cases, four of
them received complaints.
“I can tell you that out of
the four, one gentleman
was fired because we could
prove that he used excessive force,” he said. “Every
time we use force, we have
to write a report.”
Holloway then opened
the floor for questions.
Sykes, who also participated in the Uhuru forum,
asked if there are protocols
that police officers take in
terms on how they decided
on which vehicles or individuals to stop.
“There is some protocol, said the chief, “I think
maybe we can teach the citizens protocol on how to
talk with us.”
He explained that when
a police officer stops a vehicle they should introduce
themselves and tell you
what you are being pulled
over for. On the flip side,
the citizen must know how
to speak to an officer because “you can talk yourself into a ticket.”
Committee
member
Edie Darling stressed that
education is key. “There is
a reasonable expectation
that when you do get pulled
over how you should behave as a citizen. If you get
out of the car and create a
scene, it will only make it
more difficult.”
Holloway asked for suggestion on how to educate






the public on how to handle
themselves when they are
stopped on the street or in
a car.
He also feels that the
police department has
fallen short with communicating to the public. For instance, if you feel that you
are being profiled or have a
complaint of criminal misconduct against someone
in the department, you can
call the Department of Professional Standard at 727893-7596, or if you’d like to
anonymously report a
crime, you can text it to
TIPS-411.
Holloway also wants citizens to text the positive
comments to TIPS-411.
Committee
member
Mike Adekunle suggests
that racial profiling will be
reduced substantially if
more African Americans
were on the force. He
stressed that recruiting
young black men and
women and showing them
that being a police officer is
a viable career will cut
down on incident.
“I don’t see special recruitment or outreach programs specifically designed
to encourage African Americans, especially AfricanAmerican males, to pursue
law enforcement as a viable
option for their career
path,” he said.
Adekunle feels that you
cannot be anymore culturally sensitized than if you
grew up in the community.
“If our cousins are out
there than that level of fear
is eliminated.”
The public is invited to
attend a community forum
about racial profiling Jan.
27. Initially the meeting
was going to be held at the
St. Petersburg College Allstate Campus, but committee members feel that it
should be held in the community where the most profiling takes place.
Keep reading The
Weekly Challenger to find
out what venue is decided
upon.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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Family townhall series forum
From SUFFER, page 1

the difference,” he said.
Cox views himself as
successful in developing
community
awareness
where there is a message
to communicate and has
been compiling human interest stories that he’s
heard at each community
forum to make what he
calls a vulnerability outline. He then creates press
releases trying to get the
word out to the local media
outlets in an effort to show
the silent sufferers of
budget cuts.
“If people of the community
knew,
they
wouldn’t let it happen,”
said Cox.
Cox runs the agency
For the Family, Inc., which
was established in 1998
providing over the phone
mentoring for those in
need. As of a year and a
half ago, Cox has been
conducting these community forums around Tampa
Bay, where he strives to
help those in need find
their voices.
“I’m tired of people suffering in silence and just
expected to suck it up and
take it,” said Cox who is focusing on families affected
with the cuts in various
services such as food
stamps, Medicare/Medicaid, and subsidies to childcare services. Fed up with
the continuous cuts, he
urges families to speak up
and be heard. “I pretty
much reached that point
where you say enough is
enough.”
Last Tuesday’s town
hall meeting marked the
26th meeting since April of
last year. Cox spent some
time going around the
room while those in attendance introduced themselves. He opened up the
discussion quoting statistics, focusing on the 43 million dollars in food stamps
that he said was cut from
the federal budget just a
few years ago.
He’s also referred to
the approved eight billion
dollar cut that passed just
this year. Of course the full
eight billion cut won’t be
felt all at once, as available
funds are scheduled to be
reduced over the next 10

years, but Cox wants
those affected now to tell
their stories because he is
sure deeper cuts are in
store down the road.
When asked who in
the room had seen
changes in their food
stamp
amount,
one
woman, Mrs. Sparrow,
said she was receiving
over $200 a month just a
year ago, but now only
gets six dollars.
“Our diet isn’t nearly as
nutritious, and there’s not
as much variety. With so
many other bills to take
care of, you don’t have a
choice but to make ends
meet,” she said
Though her circumstance had many twists
and turns, her husband
was recently killed in an
auto accident and so his
social security was added
to her income, as well as
her decision to reduce her
hours of work because of
medical issues, Sparrow
feels she was misled as to
what services would be
taken away from her and
her son.
“I kept getting sick because I was working too
many hours,” said Sparrow
who reduced her workweek to just 16 hours.
However with fewer hours
at work, she lost her childcare subsidy, which requires 20 hours of work
per week, and is now paying out of pocket for before
school care. Although she
has picked up more hours
to compensate, Sparrow
now finds herself on a
yearlong waiting list for
her childcare funds to be
reestablished. “They didn’t
tell me,” she said.
Cox discussed a recent
article he came across that
showed according to a
United Way study, some 46
percent of residents in
Hillsborough and Pinellas
County aren’t making
enough each month to
meet the cost of living. A
statistic that he feels is
being dismissed by the
local media and swept
under the rug. Cox feels
that if more residents start
speaking up about their
daily struggles just to
make ends meet, that

Ward Cox
change will follow.
“What we’re trying to
do is to get people to realize that we’re all in it together,” Cox said.
Tamekia, a 31-year- old
woman with six children
aged three to 17 has witnessed a slight decrease in
her food stamp allotment.
Although she receives
$721 a month to feed her
and her children, this is
about $100 less each
month than she previously
was awarded.
She also discussed the
changes she has seen in
the Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC) program
over the years. All her children received the food
supplement consisting of
eggs, cheese, milk and cereal until they were five
years of age. Tamekia
shared that although some
improvements have been
added, like fruits and vegetables now being part of
the service, she’s noticed
some brands of foods are
no longer covered by WIC.
“It’s certain brands,
certain stuff,” she said.
“You just can’t pick up anything anytime.”
Others at the meeting,
such as Volanta, have been
faced with the same hurdles as Tamekia. She is a
young mother of three
kids who spends her days
working as a registrar at a
local hospital. Although
she receives a childcare
subsidy amounting to
around $400 a month, she
said it’s not enough to
cover the cost, resulting in
out of pocket expenses she
just can’t afford. She receives WIC, which she admits helps a lot, but still
finds herself struggling to
provide for her children.
“It’s something I deal

with,” she said. “You juggle it, you work around it.”
A 33-year-old St. Petersburg mother of two, who
wishes to remain anonymous, has worked as a
Certified Nursing Assistant for about three years,
and is also studying fulltime to become an LPN.
She had been receiving
$380 a month in food
stamps until all recipients
were cut in November
2013. Even though the
monthly reduction was
supposed to be no more
than $29, her benefits were
cut by nearly eight times
that amount to only $158 a
month.
There was no explanation, and no opportunity to
appeal. “I have to juggle
my bills even more, but
God has been good.” She
looks forward to spending
more time with her children after earning her certification in another eight
months.
Cox knows it takes a lot
of guts for the women
present to stand up and tell
their stories and hopes it
will encourage others to do
the same.
“There’s all kinds of
heroism,” he said pointing
out that enduring the dayto-day struggle just to
make ends meet is a situation that puts exorbitant
amounts of stress on parents, especially with the realization that you are just
one bad thing away from
having it all crumble to the
ground.
To learn more about
Family Town Hall Forums,
call (800) 355-6788, or
email ALFOLK@aol.com.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

December, 1918

July, 2011

Willie Mae “Dear” Johnson
We honor and love you ~ Family
Buy a Christmas wreath for your loved ones to show
them how much you care. Will run in the Dec. 25th
issue as shown above. Cost is only $25. Deadline for
purchase is Dec. 19 by 5 p.m. Call 727-896-2922 to
submit your ad information.

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com







BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES




   





  

• Employment Discrimination
• Workplace Retaliation
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
• Small Claims


 


 






Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

Celebrating 48 years in business!

Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

• Child Custody
• Child Support
• Marital Agreements
• Divorce
• Wrongful Termination

 




(727) 867-3696

Our office services Sarasota, St. Petersburg, and
the Tampa Bay Area. Call 727-543-6798
for a free consultation. Visit arobinsonlawfirm.com



Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

(Next to Skyway Mall)

Robinson Law would like to be your first
contact when you have a legal question or need
to request immediate assistance from the court.

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Black and Gold Holiday Gala puts children first
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Theta Eta Lambda
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Inc. held its annual Black and Gold Holiday Gala at the St.
Petersburg campus of the
University of South Florida
in their Grand Ballroom last
Sat., Dec. 6. The event encouraged everyone to bring

a toy for a needy child.
For the last eight years,
the local Alphas have donated toys to the Enoch
Davis Center, where they
are given to needy children
in the community a couple
of days before Christmas.
“The financial proceeds
from the event have been
donated to support community organizations like the
NAACP, the Urban League

and the Community Benevolent Cancer Fund (which is
not in existence anymore),”
said Brother Willie Felton
Jr.
This year over 150 people showed up to support
the community service efforts of Alpha Phi Alpha. According to Felton, proceeds
also help to fund the Alpha
Project that has been in existence for the last 18 years.

“The project annually recruits eighth, ninth and 10th
grade boys, 12-15 years old
to groom as future inductees and leaders in the
alumni organization of the
Theta Eta Lambda Chapter
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc.,” said Felton Jr.
An excellent full-course
dinner, dancing and live entertainment rounded out
the evening.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The C-SPAN bus visits MYcroSchool
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSURG —
The C-SPAN bus, complete
with its state-of-the-art
features, rolled into St. Pete
Dec. 3 for a stop at
MYcroSchool Pinellas, 840
3rd Ave. S.
Social studies teacher
Glenn Walker, who was chosen as a C-SPAN fellow over
the summer, was instrumental in having the bus
come to MYcroSchool
Pinellas. He wanted his students to get an opportunity
to learn about the background of C-SPAN and realize that it is more than just a
cable network providing
gavel-to-gavel coverage.
“They also offer multiplatform web access, a
video library,” he said,
adding that students can
view any message that President Obama has given,
whether it’s a press conference or from his time as a
candidate.
Students had the opportunity to interact with the
high-tech features of the
bus, which is even equipped
with a television studio.
“They also have access
to a video editor,” Walker
pointed out, “where they
create their own videos, so
this ties into 21st century
audio/visual learning and
gives them an introduction
to that.”
Terence Bilal, the motor
coach operator, affirmed
that though the bus is based
in the nation’s capital, it is
only there about twice a year.
“We’re always on the
road,” he said, “we go to

cable conventions, colleges,
high
schools,
middle
schools, rotary clubs. We
travel all around the country. I’m on the road 11
months out of the year!”
Bilal explained that they
have two marketing representatives that travel in another car, and they show
students all the attributes of
the electronically outfitted
bus, which contains a small
studio for interviews. He estimated the cost of the vehicle at over $1,250,000.
“We’re in community
outreach and work in conjunction with cable,” he
said, “so if you have cable,
seven cents out of your bill
will actually goes to funding
C-SPAN. That’s where we
get our funding. We’re a
nonprofit organization.”
After the two-hour stop
at MYcroSchool Pinellas,
the bus visited the St. Pete
campus of the University of
South Florida, before rolling
on to Sarasota, Orlando and
would eventually make its
way back up north to Washington D.C., New York and
Connecticut, Bilal said.
Though
many
of
Walker’s students that got
the chance to interact with
the bus were either current
or former social studies students of his, it was available
for any student at the school
to view.
MYcroSchool Pinellas, a
tuition-free nonprofit public
charter school, serves students ages 16-22 who have
faced some kind of barriers
in traditional education,
said school administrator
Martina Green.
“They usually have ei-

ther dropped out or are on
the verge of dropping out
but want to continue toward
their high school diploma,”
she said, “so they can graduate from here. We’re a selfpaced program and offer
a flexible schedule, which
works for kids who work or
have children, or take care
of siblings, things like that.”
Green said that since
it is self-paced, it’s all based
on the student’s ability and
how fast or how slow they
need to go.
“There’s no real stigma
for a student to take a little
longer,” she said, “because
everybody’s working on
something different in the
classroom. We have certified teachers working in
every classroom for every
content area, but our curriculum is computer based
so they can work at home if
they want to get ahead or
need to do extra work. But
they are expected to attend
the school, same as a regular school.”
Accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools, MYcroSchool
Pinellas opened in August
2012.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
In 2 Timothy 2:15 & 16
the Apostle Paul is encouraging the evangelist Timothy to stray away from idle
chatter because words can
be twisted. Moreover he is
encouraging him to study
the word of God for himself
and also to be diligent in
working toward excellence
because God is not a God of
mediocrity.
During the course of my
life, I have worked hard at
understanding the systems
of government that control
our everyday lives. Therefore when I stand before
any governing body to advocate for my community, particularly our children, I am
not ashamed because I
know that I am standing on
truth and can support what
I am advocating for with
facts. Unfortunately, once
again I can’t say that for our
current administration that
occupies City Hall.
Monday night the City
of St. Petersburg’s economic development staff
presented a “draft” of a community redevelopment plan,
supposedly aimed at improving the quality of life in
the area of south St. Petersburg designated as a Community
Redevelopment
Area or CRA.
This process is winding
down after a series of meetings that will ultimately culminate with yet another
plan aimed at helping the
“poor and the down trodden,” mostly African Americans. Having participated in
these processes many times

since my return to St. Petersburg, I can predict the
outcome, but I always participate with every new
mayor and his administration in hopes things will be
different — once again I am
disappointed!
In March 2014, I and
other stakeholders within
the early childhood education community began
meeting with Deputy
Mayor Kanika Tomalin and
others for two reasons: to
educate them on the fact
that all of the elementary
schools that primarily serve
African-American children
have been D or F schools
since 2009, and secondly
for the city to build an administrative umbrella that
could help the independent
homecare providers and
center providers south of
Central Avenue become
“quality” early childhood
programs.
Without going into a
long diatribe about our presentations in summary we
were stating that if given the
level of support needed
early childcare centers and
homes were in the best position to prepare our children to enter kindergarten
ready to learn. This is an
economic
development
strategy that is supported
by the research and occurring in progressive communities around the country.
It is unfortunate for our
community that the very
people whom represent us
and whom have heard
these presentations were
some of the very people
who spoke against the city

 


 


Courtesy of

supporting quality early
childhood education in
south St. Pete, either by
their silence or by comments that conveyed the
message.
The city of St. Petersburg, under the leadership
of Mayor Rick Kriseman,
Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin and Councilman
Wengay Newton, has no
vested interest in the substantive economic growth of
south St. Petersburg or in
the investment of our children. They have loudly and
boldly proclaimed by their
inaction it is business as
usual. They have made it
clear they will continue to
take token steps such as
chipping in to St. Petersburg College’s scholarship
fund for teachers and paying academically strong
children $10 per hour to
read to our children, as evidence of their support for
our children and our community!

City staffers present this
plan as a “multifaceted revitalization effort that embraces both traditional
‘placed-based’ economic development strategies customary to redevelopment
plans as well as ‘peoplebased’ strategies that seek
to improve the education,
workforce readiness and
workforce training opportunities for the residents of
south St. Petersburg.”
However, this plan represents nothing more than
traditional redevelopment
strategies that have been
repackaged and a hodgepodge of other projects that
money will be thrown at,
and once again, as a community we will see very little
to no return on the taxpayer’s investment!
Sad for citizens of south
St. Petersburg; the sun will
not be shining on them!
Sincerely,
Maria L. Scruggs

       
     

       
    
       
      

       



      
      
       
      
 
 


        

 


       


       
      


JOIN THE MOVEMENT!

THE PLACE WON’T BE THE SAME WITHOUT HIM

You are invited to meet & greet the
2015 MLK Day of Service Advisory Council and Awardees
Thursday, December 18 at 6 p.m. –
SPC ALLSTATE CENTER

Retiring after 37 years of service!
Pinellas Technical College

A community service dream comes true
The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service Project Advisory Board
and Staff would like to invite all community and business leaders to join
us as we acknowledge and congratulate those receiving a
2015 MLK Day of Service Award!
Prepare for Meet & Greet with the MLK Day of Service Advisory Board.
2015 Award Conference
• The conference will be held at St. Petersburg College - Allstate,
3200 34th Street S., St. Petersburg in the Desoto Room
• Thursday, December 18 at 6 p.m.
Become a corporate sponsor or corporate volunteerism
Local business and nonprofit organizations play a vital role
in the continued success of the
MLK Day of Service.
By joining the growing list
of local sponsors, your
business or nonprofit
organization will:
• Improve the quality of
life by providing
much needed services
in our community
• Connect with your
employees and improve
productivity
• Establish and enhance your
corporate reputation in new
or existing markets
• Volunteerism opportunities
for employees to support
service projects

Questions?
Contact the MLK Day of Service staff at the following numbers

727-341-4130, 727-302-6454 or 727-341-3383

Rohland Bryant
Date: January 9, 2015
Cost per person: $40
Payment: Send to Victoria Cribb
901 34th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Orange Blossom, 220 4th St. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Attire semi-formal

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Reader’s Choice anniversary event
ST. PETERSBURG –
Tangela
Murph-Bailey,
owner of Reader’s Choice
Book & Gift Store, celebrated 17 years in business
Sat., Nov. 29. Artist and designer
Sylvia
GBaby
Cohen, musician Henry
Ashwood and other distinguished guess made the afternoon a success.
“I could not survive
without family, friends and
the support of the community. I thank God for the vision of Reader’s Choice and
give him all the glory,” said
Murph-Bailey.
Reader’s Choice Book
& Gift Store is located at
4341 34th Street South in
St. Pete, directly across the
street from Wendy’s fast
food restaurant. Their
hours of operation are
Monday through Saturday
from 10 –6:30 p.m. Special
arrangements can be made
for Sunday events, by appointment only.

Gallerie 909 presents “Shapes of time, Shades of Conern”
From HOWARD, page 1

she aims to tell “stories of
the past and the present.”
Many of her paintings
are drawn from childhood
memories, and feature
young and old generations
alike. The lone subject of
“Young Girl In Field” seems
to exude an awakening and
sensuality, as she stands
smiling in a field with her
white dress pulled down
over one shoulder, against
the backdrop of a virginal
blue sky. In her painting
simply entitled “Time,” an
old woman looks off into the
distance, her compelling,
wizened face a testament to
her long life’s journey.
Howard’s paintings also
depict African subjects,
such as the arresting “Massai Warriors” and the beautiful “African Mother and
Child,” which provide striking glimpses into a distant,
ostensibly ancient world.
It is no surprise that
Howard paints her down-toearth subjects with earthy
tones and colors, as she
strives to emulate her favorite artists, which include American masters
Winslow Homer and Andrew Wyeth.
“I absolutely love their
style, and the eloquence of
their pieces!” she said.
“Wyeth’s are a little bit more
detailed, more illustrative
and I love the colors he
used. Those are the colors
that I am so drawn to—so
earthy—and the tones really speak to me. So those
are the same tones that I always used in my pieces as
well.”
With a background in
fashion advertising and illustrating, Howard sees the
importance
of
laying
down the groundwork first
in a drawing.
“My style is very realistic when I do figurative
drawings,” she explained.

“Illustration is my background.”
Though the overall construction of the watercolor
paintings may be meticulous, their relative simplicity
and immediacy often give
the impression that they
could’ve been the fruits of a
single afternoon’s work.
“The
misconception
when people see a finished
product,” Howard said, “is
that they think it takes two
or three hours, especially if
it’s a watercolor. But with
me it takes a lot longer. I
was really taught drawing
and illustrating and how important it was to have a
good drawing under the
body of a good painting.”
Howard admitted that
she might do one, three, 15
or even 20 drawings of a
piece before she even
touches the original. Then
she takes that drawing,
transfers it and starts the
original. Some may take
days while some take
longer.
“I could start a piece one
day and finish it in a month
or two,” she said. “It all depends on the piece.”
Howard, who has been
a full-time artist for over 43
years, admitted that sometimes the ideas don’t always
flow and she can find herself in a “stalemate” of
sorts.
“You’ve heard of writer’s
block? Well artists have
artist’s block!” she attested. “Sometimes when
you haven’t done anything
creative for a while, you get
to a point where you develop this fear that maybe
you can’t.”
During a recent period
where she had overworked
her hands and needed to
take three weeks off,
Howard said it was a challenge getting back into the
stroke of things.

“You look at the
painbrush, you look at the
drawing table and you look
at the paper and you have to
mentally
put
yourself
there,” she said.
But she just picks up the
paint brush and strokes
with various colors, not
looking for anything, until
things start flowing again.
In fact, she said one of the
most rewarding things
about her craft is having “a
communication with the watercolor and the paintbrush.”
Howard’s works have a
home in numerous private
collections in far off locations such as Russia, Africa,
Spain, Japan and throughout the United States.
Her paintings also hang on
the walls of colleges, offices
and even city halls—most
recently in Apopka, Fla.
Wherever her works may
hang, Howard finds great
satisfaction in witnessing
firsthand
people’s
responses and reactions to
her art.
“When I complete a
body of work and I go out
and exhibit it, it’s so wonderful to stand back and listen to people’s comments,”
she attested. “They become
emotional. It’s very rewarding to me to see people’s
emotion. I feel very privileged and very blessed to
have been able to do this so
many years and to have
touched so many people
around the world.”
Come out and meet
Marian Howard at Gallerie
909, located at 909 22nd St.
S. on the Deuces, this Fri.,
Dec. 13 from 5-9 p.m. See ad
on the front page. Howard’s
work can also be viewed
and purchased at marianhowardart.com.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 

 



   
   

 



 
 








Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

   

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015








THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

Pastor’s Corner

The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Family and the entire Church
Family extend a cordial invitation to our entire community to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship
at our 7:45 am or the 10:45 am
worship service, and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am.
Come join us as we take this
Christian journey for it is Our
Mission as a Church Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ. Won’t you come and
join us as we set sail these final
weeks, we will be revisiting
“THE GREATEST STORY
EVER TOLD.”
Weekly Bible Studies and
other
Church
activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00
pm) and Prayer and Bible
Study (7:00 pm) and AWANA
Youth Enrichment program,
something special for every
child, learning about God while

Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

having fun. The Bread of Life
Ministry continues providing a
needed service to our Senior
and Disabled members. Please
see Sister Lorriane Rogers for
further information.
The
Clothing Pantry is opened
every 2nd and 4th Thursday of
the month, from 9:00 am to
12:00 noon. Continue to Pray
for our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and
Bereaved Families.
Month of December:
Dec. 12 – 7:00 pm –
CHURCH CONFERENCE.
Dec. 15-31 – ALL
CHURCH MINISTRIES ON
CHRISTMAS BREAK.
Dec. 17 – Bread of Life
Ministry will provide meals
today, the Ministry will reconvene on January 7, 2015.
Dec. 20 – Angel Tree Presentation.
CHRISTMAS AND RENOVATION SERVICES – DECEMBER 21, 2014. 7:45 –
Morning Worship Service –
Pastor, Dr. Brett Snowden,
True Faith Inspirational Baptist

Church, Tampa. 9:30 –
CHRISTMAS
PRESENTATION. “The Little Drummer
Boy” 10:45 – Mid Morning
Worship Service – Pastor, Dr.
Gaston Smith, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
Miami.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 and PRESS 2
Thought for the Week:
WE CAN ACCOMPLISH
MORE TOGETHER THAN
WE CAN ALONE.
Don’t let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S.,
St.
Petersburg,
33712.
Church Office: (727) 906-8300.
Visit Friendship’s Website:
www.fmbctheship.net E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Also Visit West Coast Baptist Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core, the
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for December 2014
Dec. 14 - Operation Love
(visit to sick and shut-ins after
11:45 a.m. service: A general

mission project)
Dec. 20 - Christmas with
the Community Event at St.
Mark M. B. Church. Sign-in
for Adopted Families: 9 a.m.
Tours begin at 9:30. Event officially begins at 10.
Dec. 21 - Children Youth
Ministry Christmas Presentation at 4 p.m.
Dec. 25-26 - Merry Christmas: church Office Closed
Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve:
Watch Night Service
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday at 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2 - 4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Attention Parents! Reading
and Math Enhancement Tutoring is being provided by Certified
Teachers
&
Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to
7 p.m. in the Human Services
Building at 945 - 20th St. S. For
more information contact Doris

Newton or Joel Shedrick at 727822-0443, Extension 301.
3rd Thursday of the month
– Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling
all Men... The Men’s Ministry
invite you to come out on the
third Thursday of each month
for their unity fellowship and
study of “What a Man of God
Should Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts - is now holding Dial-a-Meetings. Phone
meetings are held every Tuesday from 7 --8 p.m. Phone in to:
605-477-2100, Access Code:
212213.
Let’s Get Connected!

Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER
and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

The law is for the lawless
Being the fifth generation of
a multi-ethnic family born in
America and raised on the north
side of downtown St. Pete and
having two relatives employed
in law enforcement here, one a
member of the “Courageous 12”
and the other currently serves
as a county sheriff, hasn’t erased
institutional prejudices that’s
still embedded into the hearts of
some we pay to protect us from
the outlaws. Some have become
a law unto themselves, which
now makes them lawless. This
causes me to tremble and rejoice at the same time because
of the power of social media and
the massive exposure of our
covered sins being seen all over
the world. God assured us that
if we hide our sins, He’ll expose
them.
Now that I’m a senior citizen, wife of a black man, mother
of two black adult sons and two
black grandsons, I see that little
have changed. Only the rules of
engagement of the games
played and we not knowing
what they are. Some of us are
not surprise of the number of
killings of black men in this
country. They use to hang them
on trees like fruit not too long
ago. All the days of my life, my
cross to bear is living my life according to God’s purpose while
being a colored woman. I’m naturally a beautiful pecan tan.
A lot of people 50 years or
younger don’t have a clue how

much black men in particular
are hated. That is, unless they’re
being raise in a subculture that
perpetuates being the “hater.”
We have several veterans in our
family. One retired as a naval officer and has lived on every continent. He shared with me that
there is a word for “nigger” on
each of them. Secondly, it’s
amazing how willing we as people of color remain ignorant
about the laws of the land. Well,
I never got my 40 acres and
mule either. But the color of our
skin is no excuse for breaking
the law. If they are unjust, don’t
be afraid of their faces. Work towards changing them in a civilized manner.
Since we have yet to “overcome,” marching while protesting have always been a good
public platform to exhale. However, it’s our prayers that have always been and still is God’s
power tool He uses to turn the
tide. To trouble the waters; to
cause justice to roll down like
waters and righteousness like
an ever-flowing stream [Amos
5:24].
There is nothing new under
the sun. Prayer produces peace
in the midst of a storm filled life
and strengthen God’s people to
keep our eyes on the prize. God
heard the cries of His people
who were made slaves because
they insisted on rebelling
against God as their LORD and
depended more on the govern-

ment. In spite of, God had
mercy and sent Moses to tell
Pharaoh (the government) to let
His people go. Pharaoh’s army
drown in the Red Sea.
God is yet stirring the eagles nest once again. He hears
our weeping and wailing. God
never changes. We all desire our
civil rights, but let’s not misplace
our aggressions. God has declared that if His people who are
called by His name would humble themselves. Not exalt themselves because of their skin
color. Seek His face, not handouts and entitlements from man.
Turn from our wicked ways because our hearts are deceitfully
wicked beyond measure.
When we do, America will
hear from heaven once again in
a mighty way and God will heal
our land. God’s Word and His
Holy Spirit will always be the
best teachers. Therefore, He
gave Moses His laws to be our
school master. Examine yourselves, ask for the path our ancestors took and accept God’s
love. Jesus paid our penalty for
breaking His laws. Gods’ grace
is sufficient and His mercies are
new every day.
No one can pass enough
legislation to regulate the corrupt condition of the heart of
man. Regardless of our skin
color, repent, receive a clean
heart and a renewed spirit by
inviting Jesus to rule and reign
over our live choices.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.




Senior black on black crime
As I stated before, many old black
men are jealous of the young black boys.
One of many examples of senior
black on black crimes would be the open
variety of our African-American preachers that don’t pray for our black kids anymore here on the streets of St.
Petersburg and other cities.
I know this because for the past 14
years, I have been asking black preachers here in the Midtown area to come to
the parks where I am hosting my
“RNBI” Inner-city Youth Baseball programs, but to no avail.
I host these programs all by myself
with no support from parents in Childs
Park, Bartlett Park, Campbell Park, Lake
Vista, Ridgecrest Park in Largo, city
parks in Tampa and even in Louisville,
Ky, and no matter what city park that I
am in, it is almost impossible to get one
of our black preachers to come and pray
for the children.
Out of the open variety of preachers
that I have asked to come to the parks
and call upon our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ to bless our children, only four
pastors have accepted. These four people of God are Pastor Frank Peterman
from the Rock of Jesus, Rev. Manuel
Sykes from Bethel Community Baptist
Church, both in the year 2000, Pastor
Joseph Myrick from the Mount Ebal
Primitive Baptist Church in 2007 and
Minister B. Wilson from the Living
Christ Deliverance Center in April of
2014.
I am trying to prevent another TyRon
Lewis, Trayvon Martin or Michael
Brown. Those are a lot of pastors from a
lot of cities that don’t know each other,
but yet they all do the same thing: nothing for our youth.
That is why my Inner-city Youth
Baseball program is called the New
Negro “RNBI” Reviving Negro Baseball
in Inner Cities because African Americans need a New Negro. I must do what
I must do in His Holy Name for our
inner-city youth. Otherwise they will be
just another statistic.

      

